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Abstract

Purpose: The purpose of this research was to present a competency model for elite
athletes serving as presenters on national media. Method: The study employed a
qualitative research method with a thematic analysis approach. The statistical popu-
lation consisted of experts of sports management active in the research field and
media studies, national media managers, current and former IRIB (Islamic Republic
of Iran Broadcasting) presenters, and current and former sports presenters of IRIB,
who were selected through purposive sampling (17 individuals). The research in-
strument was an exploratory (semi-structured) interview. The instrument's validity
was assessed and confirmed based on sample validity, expert opinion, and inter-cod-
er agreement. For data analysis, the thematic analysis method proposed by Attride-
Stirling (2001) was used with the assistance of MaxQDA Pro software. Results:
The results of the overarching thematic analysis and the thematic network map,
developed using insights from the participating experts and a review of theoretical
foundations, revealed that a competency model for elite athletes as presenters on
national media comprises 3 overarching themes—individual, sports brand, and spe-
cialized knowledge—and 3 organizing themes as its constituent dimensions. Con-
clusion: Given the importance of the role of elite athletes as presenters on national
media, the results of this research can contribute to developing their competencies,
improving the quality of sports programs in the media, and increasing audience
satisfaction. These measures will not only benefit elite athletes but will also help
elevate the general standard of sports media and enhance public trust in these media
outlets.

Keywords: Professional Competency, Elite Athletes, Sports Presenter, IRIB (Islam-
ic Republic of Iran Broadcasting).
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