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Abstract

Purpose: The aim of this article is to identify the future of the
physical spaces of schools in the country. Methodology: This
research was conducted using futures studies methodology, em-
ploying environmental scanning and analysis of emerging trends.
To achieve the desired state and study the external environment,
scenario-based futures studies and comparative studies were car-
ried out. These studies have led to the identification of trends and
megatrends shaping the future of schools in the country.. Find-
ings The trends in school construction and the development of
physical learning spaces include “sustainability and environmen-
tal aspects, stakeholder participation, the use of updated standard
principles in the design, construction, and equipping of schools,
school buildings as a learning tool, and classroom-free schools."
These trends can be categorized into several groups, including
green management, creating more space, flexibility, engaging
and interacting with stakeholders, hybrid education infrastruc-
ture, and updating design and construction principles and rules.
Additionally, within the macro-trends, some challenges and re-
lated issues have emerged, such as the outbreak of COVID-19
and its effects on school styles and educational methods. Results:
Investing in maintaining existing buildings and increasing the ef-
ficiency of current facilities is more important than investing in
new construction and equipment. The key to designing suitable
spaces for schools lies in creating flexibility and designing for
the future.

Keywords: Future of schools in Iran, physical spaces of schools,
renovation, development, and equipping schools.
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