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New Functions of Universities in Connection with Knowledge,
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to conceive the potential effects of universities on
economic development that can be connected to input and output and can be
able to analyze the socio-economic environment of universities. In a detailed
study of the concept of fourth generation universities, we tried to include the
framework of the generational structure of the university,. Then, by studying
the diamond model of the modern university, we introduce the virtual
university model. In this study, it is emphasized that the title of fourth
generation university focuses mainly on the scientific elements of the triple
spiral pattern. In addition to education, research and the knowledge
application, activism and economic development towards the future are among
the goals of the "fourth generation" university. University related economic
and developmental concepts and thinking, especially in less developed
countries can be improved by logical discussion of fourth generation
universities. The purpose of this study is building research on stronger
foundations in order to analyze of Iranian universities developments and
functions in next studies within the study of generations, especially the third
and fourth generations in field of research. In this study by displaying active
or passive behavior, we answered the question "What can universities do?"
The new functions of the university in current situation and in developed
countries have been shown in this article. The methodology of this research
has descriptive-analytical approach towards the new functions of universities.
The most important finding of this research is that the link between knowledge
and economics along with completing the main mission of teaching and
research which should be added to the program of universities.

Keywords: diamond model, economic development, triple helix, fourth
generation
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