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Investigating the Role of Coopetition Strategy in the Innovation
Performance of IT Companies by Considering the Mediation of
Knowledge Absorptive Capacity and Knowledge Sharing

Minoo Sahebodari*
Abstract

In today's uncertain business environment, companies increasingly need to
work together. Coopetition is a cooperation strategy between competitors in
an industry and we can consider it as a neologism that proposed to describe
collaborative competition. In fact, it must be acknowledged that competition is
more appropriate and ideal than other partnerships that improve products and
services and better ensure the survival of companies and organizations. In
recent decades the coopetitive strategy has been very popular among
companies and research in this area has been growing. The purpose of this
study is to investigate the impact of coopetitive strategy on innovation
performance, by mediating role of knowledge absorptive capacity and
knowledge sharing. This study is an applied research in terms of purpose, a
descriptive survey in terms of data gathering and a correlational study
considering relations between variables. The study population consists of the
operating companies in IT industry in Tehran and Qom province and data
were collected from 184 CEOs in this industry by using simple random
sampling. The data collection tool was a combination of several standard
questionnaires that its validity was measured by discriminant validity and its
reliability was measured by composite reliability. The obtained data were
analyzed using structural equation modeling and SPSS23 and AMOS22. After
analyzing the data via software, all hypotheses were accepted.

Keywords: coopetition, Innovation performance, Knowledge absorptive
capacity, Knowledge sharing.
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