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Appropriate Research Method(s) in Information Science as
an Interdisciplinary Science: A Look at Epistemological
Foundations
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Abstract

The purpose of the study is to identify the appropriate research
method(s) for interdisciplinary sciences, including knowledge and
information science. In this regard, this is an analytical review article
concerning some important philosophical schools related to research
methods in which the characteristics of each philosophical school is
mentioned and discussed. The findings show the positivist, pragmatist,
realistic and Parmenides philosophical schools may be regarded as
reductionist approaches which tend to discover the laws of nature; the
existentialist and Heraclitus philosophical schools are holistic which
tend to consider the change of entities. Since, it is the nature of the
problem and the subject of the research that determine the appropriate
research method and philosophy; Hence, for interdisciplinary sciences
that often have complex, multi-faceted problems, the use of dual
philosophical schools such as Plato’s philosophy (the composite
approach) is more appropriate. It seems awareness of the fact that every
research follows a series of philosophical assumptions has implications
on how problems in the knowledge and information science should be
studied.

Keywords: interdisciplinary, research method, multifaceted subject,
knowledge and information science, epistemology.
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